
Expand Native youth grants in agriculture.
Implement a Tribal set-aside, preference,
and funding at the National Institute of
Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs)
eligibility for all NIFA funding 
Fully fund FRTEP with mandatory, non-
competitive funds 

Covers agricultural research, extension services,
economic research, and most grant programs
for Tribal Colleges and Universities, as well as
other educational and research institutions
assisting Indian Country
Provides programs and funding for agriculture
and youth development programs, like the
Federally Recognized Tribal Extension Program
(FRTEP)

WHY IT
MATTERS TO

INDIAN
COUNTRY

INDIAN
COUNTRY 

PRIORITIES

FARM BILL TITLE VII - RESEARCH 
INDIAN COUNTRY'S HIGHLIGHTS 

This research requires both full consultation with Tribal governments and
compliance with modern cultural practices. It may require data
sovereignty and opacity considerations, along with cultural sensitivity
training for researchers, in light of the historical exploitation of
Indigenous science and the trauma of the colonial education system. 

Traditional farming practices and ecological knowledge held by Tribal
farmers and other knowledge keepers can improve the diversity, resiliency,
and productivity of our food systems while addressing environmental
concerns and developing economic sustainability. Research regarding this
knowledge should be handled respectfully with consent from the
communities and individuals where it originates. 



Educated Indigenous producers will build more
resilient food systems, improve Tribal sovereignty
over food and nutrition, and ensure fulfilling and

meaningful work in Tribal communities.

Regular extension agents serve approximately
200 producers per agent, while Federally
Recognized Tribal Extension Program agents
serve 10 times that.

The Native Farm Bill Coalition (NFBC) brings together the
voices of Tribes, intertribal organizations, other Native
organizations and non-Native allies around the country to
advocate with a strong, unified voice in Washington, D.C., to
advance investments in Native agricultural production, rural
infrastructure, economic development, conservation, and
forestry. 

200 vs.
2,000 

WHERE FRTEP AGENTS WORK
A fully funded FRTEP
can support Indian
Country food systems
and by guiding the
next generation of
food and agriculture
leaders in Indian
Country through 
4-H programming
for Native youth.

CHECK OUT THE NATIVE FARM BILL COALITION'S REPORT GAINING GROUND TO FIND MORE
INFORMATION ON INDIAN COUNTRY'S PRIORITIES: www.nativefarmbill.com/gaining-ground.

Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 


