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***Disclaimer: This summary highlights Tribal-specific references (e.g., “Tribe”, “Tribal”, “Indian”, “Alaska
Native”, “Native Hawaiian”, “1994”, “socially disadvantaged”, etc.). There may be additional provisions of

importance to Native Farm Bill Coalition stakeholders that are not included in this summary. ***

On May 17, House Agriculture Committee Chairman GT Thompson (R-PA) released the discussion draft of

H.R. 8467, the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2024 (2024 Farm Bill). The bill includes 46

provisions specifically referencing Indian Country. These provisions make permanent and expand Tribal
self-determination at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), make important advancements to
forest service and conservation programs, provide Tribal parity, and much more.

On May 23-24, 2024, the House Agriculture Committee held a markup to consider amendments to the
2024 Farm Bill. At the beginning of the markup, Chairman Thompson’s managers amendment was
adopted. Of interest to Indian Country, the managers amendment amends Sec. 4102 Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR).! As initially drafted, Sec. 4102 would extend 638 to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). As amended, the bill makes the 638 FDPIR pilot
program authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill permanent—that is, the amendment would authorize the 638
FDPIR program, generally. Of note, Sec. 4102 directly amends the Indian Self-Determination Education
and Assistance Act (ISDEAA).?

! Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018, P.L. 115-334 (2018) (codified at 7 U.S.C. 2013 note).
225 U.5.C. §§5301 et seq.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8467/text?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22H.R.8467%22%7D
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=7762
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG00/20240523/117371/HMKP-118-AG00-20240523-SD004.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2022-title7/pdf/USCODE-2022-title7-chap51-sec2013.pdf

Rep. Sharice Davids (D-KS) also introduced two amendments that are of particular interest to Tribes —
Amendment #48 to make the FDPIR 638 pilot program permanent; and Amendment #51 which would
increase funding for the Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a carve out specifically dedicated to staffing in
FSA county offices. Because the managers amendment made the FDPIR pilot program permanent, Rep.
Davids did not offer Amendment #48. However, Rep. Davids did offer and withdrew Amendment #51.
Chairman Thompson signaled he could not support Amendment #51 because of its price tag.

After considering the majority of the 60 amendments submitted to the Committee, the House
Agriculture Committee voted 33 to 21 to approve the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2024
around roughly 12:30 a.m. on May 24, 2024. Four Democrats voted for the bill including Reps. Don Davis
(D-NC), Sanford Bishop (D-GA), Eric Sorensen (D-IL) and Yadira Caraveo (D-CO).

Accompanying this report on the markup is a summary of Tribal provisions and corresponding text
included in the House Agriculture Committee’s 2024 Farm Bill as approved out of the Committee.


https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG00/20240523/117371/BILLS-118-HR8467-D000629-Amdt-48.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG00/20240523/117371/BILLS-118-HR8467-D000629-Amdt-51.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=117371

Title | - Commodities Summary of Tribal Provisions

No Tribal specific provisions. No Tribal specific provisions.

Title Il — Conservation (emphasis added) Summary of Tribal Provisions

Subtitle A — Definitions Subtitle A — Definitions

SEC. 2001. DEFINITIONS SEC. 2001. DEFINITIONS.

Sec. 1201(a) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801(a)) is o Amends the section to explicitly define “Indian Tribe”
amended— pursuant to ISDEAA, as amended.?

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by striking
“subtitles A through I:” and inserting “subtitles A through
IR

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking “term ‘Indian tribe’
has the meaning given the term” and inserting “terms
‘Indian tribe’ and ‘Indian Tribe’ have the meaning given
those terms”;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (20) through (27) as
paragraphs (22) through (29), respectively; and

(4) by inserting after paragraph (19) the following:

“(20) PRECISION AGRICULTURE.—The term ‘precision
agriculture’ means managing, tracking, or reducing crop or
livestock production inputs, including seed, feed, fertilizer,
chemicals, water, and time, at a heightened level of spatial
and temporal granularity to improve efficiencies, reduce
waste, and maintain environmental quality.

“(21) PRECISION AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGY.—The
term ‘precision agriculture technology’ means any

325 U.S.C. 5304(e). ISDEAA defines “Indian Tribe” as “any Indian Tribe, band, nation or other organized group or community, including any Alaska Native village
or regional village corporation as defined in or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCS) (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), which is
recognized as eligible for the special programs and services provided by the United States to Indians because of their status as Indians.”


https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title43/chapter33&edition=prelim

technology (including equipment that is necessary for the
deployment of such technology) that directly contributes to
a reduction in, or improved efficiency of, inputs used in crop
or livestock production, including—
“(A) Global Positioning System-based or
geospatial mapping technology;
“(B) satellite or aerial imagery technology;
“(C) yield monitors;
“(D) soil mapping technology;
“(E) sensors for gathering data on crop, soil, or
livestock conditions;
“(F) Internet of Things and telematics
technologies;
“(G) data management software and advanced
analytics;
“(H) network connectivity products and
solutions;
“(1) Global Positioning System guidance or
auto-steer systems;
“(J) variable rate technology for applying inputs,
such as section control; and
“(K) any other technology, as determined by the
Secretary, that directly contributes to a reduction in,
or improved efficiency of, the use of crop or livestock
production inputs, which may include seed, feed,
fertilizer, chemicals, water, and time.”.

Subtitle B —Conservation Reserve Program SEC
2101. DEFINITIONS.

Subchapter B of chapter 1 of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.) is amended by inserting before section 1231
the following:

Subtitle B — Conservation Reserve Program SEC
2101. DEFINITIONS.

o Makes Tribes eligible partners for the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP).




“SEC. 1230. DEFINITIONS.
“In this subchapter:

“(1) CONSERVATION BUFFER.—The term ‘conservation
buffer’ means a practice that, once established, provides a
benefit to water quality or another resource concern,
including—

“(A) a grass sod waterway;

“(B) a contour grass sod strip;

“(C) a prairie strip;

“(D) a filterstrip;

“(E) a field border;

“(F) a living snow fence;

“(G) a riparian buffer;

“(H) a shelterbelt or windbreak;

“(1) a wetland or a wetland buffer (including a
buffer for prairie potholes, a playa, or a pocosin);

“(J) a saturated buffer;

“(K) a bioreactor;

“(L) a wellhead protection area; and

“(M) other similar practices, as determined by
the Secretary.

“(2) CONSERVATION RESERVE PLAN.—The term
‘conservation reserve plan’ means a plan for land enrolled
in the conservation reserve under a contract entered into
under this subchapter that—

“(A) covers the full term of the contract;

“(B) details the practices to be implemented
under the contract and a schedule for establishment,
evaluation, and monitoring of the applicable
vegetative cover;

“(C) prescribes and schedules management to be
conducted on the established cover throughout the
term of the contract;




“(D) sets forth the commercial use, if any, to be
permitted on the land during the term of the contract;
and

“(E) may be modified, with the approval of the
Secretary, when necessary to achieve the purposes of
the program.

“(3) CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM.—The term
‘conservation reserve program’ means the conservation
reserve program established under this subchapter.

“(4) CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT OPTION.—The term
‘continuous enrollment option” means the continuous
enrollment option offered under section 1231(d)(1)(B).

“(5) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘eligible land’ means
land that is authorized to be included in the conservation
reserve program under section 1231(b).

“(6) ELIGIBLE PARTNER.—The term ‘eligible partner’
means—

“(A) a State;

“(B) a political subdivision of a State;

“(C) an Indian Tribe; or

“(D) a nongovernmental organization.

“(7) GENERAL ENROLLMENT OPTION.—The term
‘general enrollment option’ means the general enrollment
option offered under section 1231(d)(1)(A).

“(8) GRASSLANDS ENROLLMENT OPTION.—The term
‘grasslands enrollment option’ means the grasslands
enrollment option offered under section 1231(d)(1)(C).

“(9) LAND CAPABILITY CLASS.—The term ‘land
capability class’ means a soil classification assigned using
the land capability classification system in effect on
December 23, 1985.

“(10) PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVES ENROLLMENT
OPTION.—The term ‘partnership initiatives enrollment




option’ means the partnership initiatives enrollment option
offered under section 1231(d)(1)(D).”.

Subtitle D — Conservation Stewardship Program
SEC. 2303. STATE ASSISTANCE FOR SOIL HEALTH.

Subchapter B of chapter 4 of subtitle D of title XIl of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa— et seq.) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“SEC. 1240L-2. STATE ASSISTANCE FOR SOIL HEALTH.

“(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ELIGIBLE INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘eligible
Indian Tribe’ means an Indian Tribe that is—

“(A) implementing a soil health program for the
area over which the Indian Tribe has jurisdiction; and

“(B) meeting or exceeding performance
measures established by the Indian Tribe for the soil
health program.

“(2) ELIGIBLE STATE.—The term ‘eligible State’ means
a State that is—

“(A) implementing a soil health program for the

State; and

“(B) meeting or exceeding performance
measures established by the State for the soil health
program.

“(3) SOIL HEALTH PROGRAM.—The term ‘soil health
program’ means a program to improve soil health on
agricultural land that—

“(A) is broadly consistent with the soil health
principles of the Natural Resources Conservation

Service, as determined by the Secretary; and

“(B) may include—
“(i) technical assistance;
“(ii) financial assistance;

Subtitle D — Conservation Stewardship Program
SEC. 2303. STATE ASSISTANCE FOR SOIL HEALTH.

o Makes Tribes eligible entities for the soil health program.

o Prioritizes applications from Tribes with climate action plans
that include soil health provisions.

o Grants are capped at $5 million or 75% of the total cost,
whichever is lower.

o Provides that Tribes may be incorporated into a State’s
application at Tribe’s discretion.

o Requires annual audits, non-compliance will disqualify from
future grants.

0 Administrative costs are capped at 7%.




“(iii) on-farm research and demonstration;
“(iv) education, outreach, and training;
“(v) monitoring and evaluation; or

“(vi) such other components as the

Secretary determines appropriate.

“(b) AVAILABILITY AND PURPOSE OF GRANTS.—For fiscal
years 2025 through 2029, the Secretary shall make grants to
eligible States and eligible Indian Tribes for the purpose of
improving soil health on agricultural lands through the
implementation of State and Tribal soil health programs.

“(c) APPLICATIONS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under this
section, an eligible State or eligible Indian Tribe shall submit
to the Secretary an application at such time, in such a
manner, and containing such information as the Secretary
shall require, which shall include—

“(A) a description of performance measures to
be used to evaluate the State or Tribal soil health
program and the results of any activities carried out
using grant funds received under this section; and

“(B) an assurance that grant funds received
under this section will supplement the expenditure of
State or Tribal funds in support of soil health, rather
than replace such funds.

“(2) TRIBAL OPTION.—An Indian Tribe shall have the
option, at the sole discretion of the Indian Tribe, to be
incorporated into the application of an eligible State.

“(d) PRIORITY.—In making grants under this section, the
Secretary shall give priority to eligible States and eligible Indian
Tribes with a climate action plan that includes soil health, as
determined by the Secretary.

“(e) GRANTS.—




“(1) AMOUNT.—The amount of a grant to an eligible
State or eligible Indian Tribe under this section for a fiscal
year may not exceed the lower of—

“(A) 55,000,000; or
“(B) as applicable—
“(i) 50 percent of the cost of implementing
the State soil health program in the fiscal year; or
“(ii) 75 percent of the cost of implementing
the Tribal soil health program in the fiscal year.

“(2) TERM.—A grant under this section shall be for 1
year, and may be renewed annually.

“(f) AUDITS AND REVIEWS.—An eligible State or eligible
Indian Tribe receiving a grant under this section shall submit to
the Secretary—

“(1) for each year for which the State or Indian Tribe
receives such a grant, the results of an audit of the
expenditures of the grant funds; and

“(2) at such intervals as the Secretary shall establish
a review and evaluation of the State or Tribal soil health
program.

“(g) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—If the Secretary, after
reasonable notice to an eligible State or eligible Indian Tribe
receiving a grant under this section, finds that the State or Indian
Tribe has failed to comply with the terms of the grant, the
Secretary may disqualify, for 1 or more years, the State or Indian
Tribe from receipt of future grants under this section.

“(h) FUNDING.—Of the funds made available to carry out
this subchapter, $100,000,000 shall be available in each of fiscal
years 2025 through 2029 to carry out this section.

“(i) ADMINISTRATION.—

“(1) DEPARTMENT.—The Secretary may not use more
than 3 percent of the funds made available to carry out this
section for a fiscal year for administrative expenses.




“(2) STATES OR INDIAN TRIBES.—An eligible State or
eligible Indian Tribe receiving a grant under this section
may not use more than 7 percent of the granted funds for
a fiscal year for administrative expenses.”.

Subtitle E— OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
SEC. 2404. VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS AND HABITAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Section 1240R(f) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3839bb-5(f)) is amended to read as follows:
“(f) FUNDING.—

‘(1) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Of the funds made
available under section 1241(a)(3)(A), the Secretary
shall use to carry out this section $150,000,000 for the
period of fiscal years 2025 through 2029.

(2) ENHANCED PUBLIC ACCESS TO WETLAND
RESERVE EASEMENTS.—To the maximum extent
practicable, of the funds made available under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall use $3,000,000 for the
period of fiscal years 2025 through 2029 to encourage
public access to land covered by wetland reserve
easements under section 1265C through agreements
with States and Tribal governments under this section

Subtitle E— OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
SEC. 2404. VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS AND HABITAT INCENTIVE
PROGRAM

o Renews funding for public access to lands covered by wetland
reserve easements under Voluntary Public Access and Habitat
Incentive Program.

o Tribal eligibility was authorized in a previously authorized
Farm Bill and remains unchanged.

Subtitle E— OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
SEC. 2407. EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROGRAM.

(a) FLOODPLAIN EASEMENTS.—Section 403(b) of the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203(b)) is amended—
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as
paragraphs (5) and (6);
(2) by inserting after the subsection header the following:
(1) EASEMENT RESTORATION.—The Secretary is
authorized to restore appropriate vegetative cover,

Subtitle E— OTHER CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
SEC. 2407. EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROGRAM.

o Authorizes the Secretary to enter into contracts with
landowners and agreements with Indian Tribes to restore
appropriate vegetative cover, hydrological functions, and
other functions and values of land subject to a floodplain
easement acquired under the emergency watershed
program.

10



hydrological functions, and other functions and values of the
land subject to a floodplain easement acquired under
subsection (a).

““(2) EASEMENT MAINTENANCE.—The Secretary is
authorized to monitor, maintain, and enhance appropriate
vegetative cover, hydrological restoration measures, and
other restoration measures on land subject to a floodplain
easement acquired under subsection (a).

““(3) CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS.—In carrying
out paragraphs (1) and (2), the Secretary may—

““(A) enter into contracts with landowners; and
““(B) enter into agreements with States,
nongovernmental organizations, and Indian Tribes.

“(4) COMPATIBLE USE AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
may authorize a landowner to carry out activities on land
subject to a floodplain easement acquired under subsection
(a) that are—

“(A) compatible uses necessary to carry out
paragraph (1) or (2); or

“(B) compatible economic uses (including such
activities as hunting and fishing, managed timber
harvest, water management, or periodic haying or
grazing) if such uses are consistent with the long-term
protection of the floodplain functions and values for
which the easement was acquired.”; and

(3) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by striking
“paragraph (1)” and inserting “paragraph (5)” each place it
appears.

(b) LEVEL OF RESTORATION.—Section 403 of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(c) LEVEL OF RESTORATION.—In carrying out this section,
the Secretary may undertake measures that increase the level of

The Secretary may also monitor, maintain and enhance
appropriate vegetative cover, hydrological restoration, and
other restoration measures on land subject to a floodplain
easement acquired under the program.

11




protection above that which would be necessary to address the
immediate impairment of the watershed if the Secretary
determines that such restoration is in the best interest of the
long-term health of the watershed and the long-term protection
of the watershed from repetitive impairments.”.

Subtitle F — FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION
SEC. 2503. DELIVERY OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1242(a) of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(a)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (3);
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the following:

“(2) NON-FEDERAL CERTIFYING ENTITY.—The term
‘non-Federal certifying entity’ means a non-Federal entity,
an Indian Tribe, or a State agency described in
subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) of subsection (e)(4) that has
entered into an agreement under subsection (e)(5)(D).”.
(b) PURPOSE OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Section 1242(b)

of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(b)) is amended
by inserting “timely,” after “consistent,”.

(c) NON-FEDERAL ASSISTANCE.—Section 1242(d) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(d)) is amended by
inserting “(including private sector entities)” after “Department
or non-Federal entities”.

(d) CERTIFICATION OF THIRD-PARTY PROVIDERS.—Section
1242(e) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(e)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008” and inserting “Farm, Food, and
National Security Act of 2024”;

(2) by amending paragraph (3)(A) to read as follows:

Subtitle F — FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION
SEC. 2503. DELIVERY OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

o Authorizes Tribes to be a non-federal certifying entity for
third-party technical assistance certification.

o0 Requires the Secretary to make public the number of Tribes
that have been certified as a non-federal certifying entity and
how many third-party technical service providers (TSPs)
Tribes have certified with that authority.

o Provides authorization to certify TSPs.

o Does not provide funding authorization.

12




“(A) ensure that persons (including commercial
entities, nonprofit entities, State or local governments
or agencies, and other Federal agencies) with
expertise in the technical aspects of conservation
planning, watershed planning, environmental
engineering, conservation practice design,
implementation, and evaluation, and any other
technical skills determined appropriate by the
Secretary, are eligible to become approved providers
of the technical assistance;”; and
(3) by striking paragraphs (4) and (5) and inserting the

following:

“(4) CERTIFICATION.—A third-party provider may be
certified to provide technical assistance under this section
only—

“(A) through a certification process administered
by the Secretary, acting through the Chief of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service;

“(B) by a non-Federal entity (other than a State
agency or an Indian Tribe) approved by the Secretary
under paragraph (5) to certify a third-party provider;

“(C) by an Indian Tribe approved by the
Secretary under paragraph (5) to certify a third-party
provider; or

“(D) by a State agency that—

“(i) has statutory authority to certify,
administer, or license professionals in one or
more fields of natural resources, agriculture, or
engineering; and

“(ii) is approved by the Secretary under
paragraph (5) to certify a third-party provider.

“(5) NON-FEDERAL CERTIFYING ENTITY.—

13



“(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF APPROVAL
PROCESS.—Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of the Farm, Food, and National Security
Act of 2024, the Secretary shall establish a process to
approve a non-Federal entity (including a State agency
and an Indian Tribe), to become a non-Federal
certifying entity.

“(B) APPROVAL.—Not later than 60 days after
the date on which the Secretary receives an
application by a non-Federal entity to certify
third-party providers under this section, the Secretary
shall make a decision on whether to approve such
application.

“(C) ELIGIBILITY.—In carrying out subparagraph
(B), the Secretary shall take into consideration—

“(i) the ability of the applicable non-Federal
entity to assess the qualifications of a third-party
provider and to certify third-party providers at
scale;

“(ii) the experience of the applicable
non-Federal entity in working with third-party
providers and eligible participants;

“(iii) the expertise of the applicable
non-Federal entity in the technical skills
described in paragraph (3)(A); and

“(iv) such other qualifications as the
Secretary determines to be appropriate.

“(D) AGREEMENT.—Upon approving an
application under this paragraph, the Secretary shall
enter into an agreement with the non-Federal entity
to become a non-Federal certifying entity.

14




“(E) DUTIES OF NON-FEDERAL CERTIFYING
ENTITIES.—In certifying third-party providers under
this section, a non-Federal certifying entity shall—

“(i) assess the ability of a third-party
provider to appropriately provide technical
assistance to eligible participants for specified
practices and conservation activities;

“(ii) provide training to ensure that a
third-party provider is qualified to provide
technical assistance upon certification by the
non-Federal certifying entity; and

“(iii) submit to the Secretary, in a timely
manner, information on—

“(1) each third-party provider certified
by the non-Federal certifying entity, for
inclusion on the registry of certified
third-party providers maintained by the
Secretary; and

“(1) each third-party provider the
certification of which is withdrawn by the
non-Federal certifying entity.

“(6) TIMELY DECISIONS.—

“(A) CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which the Secretary
receives an application from a third-party provider to
be certified under the process described in paragraph
(4)(A) for particular practices and conservation
activities, the Secretary shall—

“(i) make a final decision with respect to
such application; and

“(ii) if the final decision is to certify the
third-party provider, include the name of the
certified third-party provider on the registry of

15



certified third-party providers maintained by the

Secretary.

“(B) CERTIFICATION BY NON-FEDERAL
CERTIFYING ENTITY.—Not later than 10 days after the
date on which the Secretary receives a notification
from a non-Federal certifying entity that a third-party
provider was certified, pursuant to subparagraph (B),
(C), or (D) of paragraph (4), for particular practices and
conservation activities, the Secretary shall include the
name of the certified third-party provider on the
registry of certified third-party providers maintained
by the Secretary.

“(7) STREAMLINED CERTIFICATION.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of the Farm, Food,
and National Security Act of 2024, the Secretary shall
establish a streamlined process for the Secretary and
non-Federal certifying entities to use to certify under this
section a third-party provider that has a relevant
professional certification for particular practices and
conservation activities, as determined by the Secretary.”.
(e) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 1242(f) of the Food Security

Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(f)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “each of the programs
specified in section 1241” and inserting “conservation
programs administered by the Secretary”;

(2) in paragraph (2), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by inserting “or a non-Federal certifying
entity” before “under this section”;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as follows:

“(3) UPDATE OF CERTIFICATION PROCESS BY THE
SECRETARY.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of
2024, and periodically thereafter, the Secretary shall—

16




“(A) review the certification processes under
paragraphs (4)(A) and (7) of subsection (e);
“(B) make any adjustments considered necessary
by the Secretary to—
“(i) increase the number of third-party
providers delivering technical assistance; and
“(ii) improve the quality of technical
assistance delivered by third-party providers;
“(C) conduct outreach to, and receive input on
the barriers for third-party providers to become
certified under this section from—
“(i) third-party providers that are, or have
been, certified under this section; and
“(ii) other interested parties associated
with eligible participants; and
“(D) set a target rate of utilization of third-party
providers to deliver technical assistance across all
conservation programs administered by the
Secretary.”;
(4) in paragraph (4)(A)(i), by inserting “(including

maintenance)” after “implementation”;

(5) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting the

following:

“(5) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—For payments provided by
the Secretary under paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection
(c), the Secretary shall determine payment amounts
for technical assistance provided by third-party
providers, which shall be at rates equivalent to, but
that do not exceed, the cost to the Secretary of
providing technical assistance directly to an eligible
participant.

17




“(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining payment
amounts under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
consider specialized equipment, frequency of site
visits, training, travel and transportation, and such
other factors as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate.

“(C) EXCLUSION.—A payment provided under
subsection (c)(3) shall be excluded from calculations
relating to any cost-sharing requirements of the
applicable conservation program under which the
payment was provided.

“(6) TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the Farm, Food, and National Security
Act of 2024, and periodically thereafter, the Secretary shall
make publicly available information on—

“(A) funds obligated to third-party providers
through—

“(i) contracts entered into between eligible
participants and individual third-party providers;
and

“(ii) agreements with public and private
sector entities to secure third-party technical
assistance;

“(B) the certification process under this section,
including—

“(i) the number of third-party providers
certified by the Secretary;

“(ii) the number of non-Federal certifying
entities approved by the Secretary;

“(iii) the number of third-party providers
certified by non-Federal certifying entities (other
than State agencies and Indian Tribes);




“(iv) the number of third-party providers
certified by Indian Tribes;

“(v) the number of third-party providers
certified by State agencies; and

“(vi) the number of third-party providers
certified through the streamlined certification

process described in subsection (e)(7);

“(C) how third-party providers contribute to the
guality and effectiveness of conservation practices
implemented and adopted through conservation
programs administered by the Secretary, and what
improvements are needed; and

“(D) the target rate of utilization of third-party
providers set under paragraph (3)(D) and how actual
rate of utilization compares to the target rate.”; and
(6) by adding at the end the following:

“(7) SOIL HEALTH PLANNING.—The Secretary shall
emphasize the use of third-party providers in providing
technical assistance for soil health planning, including
planning related to the use of cover crops, precision
agriculture practices, comprehensive nutrient management
planning, and other innovative plans.”.

(f) REVIEW OF CONSERVATION PRACTICE
STANDARDS.—Section 1242(h) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3842(h)) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking “Review” and
inserting “EsTaBLISHMENT AND REVIEW”;

(2) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as
follows:

“(A) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Farm, Food, and National Security
Act of 2024, and at least every 5 years thereafter,
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complete a review of each conservation practice
standard, including engineering design
specifications;”;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking “and” at the
end;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

“(E) provide a process for public input on each
conservation practice standard under such review,
including a process for consideration of State and local
input;

“(F) publicly post a summary of any input
received under subparagraph (E) and any decisions
made relating to such input; and

“(G) revise any conservation practice standard
based on the results of such review, as determined
appropriate by the Secretary, and publish any such
revised standard.”;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as follows:
“(3) PROCESS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERIM AND
NEW CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARDS.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Farm, Food, and
National Security Act of 2024, the Secretary shall
develop a streamlined process under which the
Secretary shall establish interim conservation practice
standards and new conservation practice standards.

“(B) DEVELOPMENT.—In developing the
streamlined process under subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall—

“(i) ensure that the public can engage with
the Department of Agriculture, including by
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recommending interim conservation practice

standards; and

“(ii) establish—

“(1) the types of data, metrics, and
other relevant information that are
necessary for the establishment of interim
conservation practice standards and new
conservation practice standards;

“(11) the process by which an interim
conservation practice standard may
become a new conservation practice
standard; and

“(1) specific requirements for an
expedited review of a new conservation
practice for the purpose of establishing a
new conservation practice standard for
such practice.

“(C) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing an
interim conservation practice standard or a new
conservation practice standard under this subsection,
the Secretary shall consider—

“(i) input from State technical committees
on recommendations that identify innovations or
advancements in conservation practices;

“(ii) technological advancements, including
advancements from projects developed under
section 1240H; and

“(iii) State and local input in the form of—

“(1) recommendations for interim
conservation practice standards; and

“(1) partnership-led proposals for new
and innovative techniques to facilitate
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implementing agreements and grants

under this title; and

“(iv) input from native entities in the form
of information relating to native traditional
ecological knowledge that can inform
conservation practice standards.

“(D) TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary shall make
available on a public website a detailed description of
the process for recommending, reviewing, and
establishing interim conservation practice standards
and new conservation practice standards under this
paragraph.”;

(4) in paragraph (4)—
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A)—
(i) by striking “Agriculture Improvement Act
of 2018” and inserting “Farm, Food, and National

Security Act of 2024”; and

(i) by striking “a report on” and inserting “a
report detailing”;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking
“administrative” and inserting “streamlined”;

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking “and” at the
end;

(D) in subparagraph (C), by striking the period at
the end and inserting “; and”; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

“(D) any other information the Secretary
determines useful to improve such streamlined
process for reviewing and establishing conservation
practice standards.”; and
(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(5) OFFICE OF CONSERVATION INNOVATION.—
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish
within the Office of the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service an Office of Conservation
Innovation (referred to in this paragraph as the
‘Office’) which shall be under the direct supervision of
the Chief.

“(B) DUTIES.—The Office shall—

“(i) provide support to the Chief in meeting
the requirements of this subsection; and

“(ii) encourage innovation in conservation
practices through—

“(1) revisions of existing conservation
practice standards;

“(ll) recommendations of interim
conservation practice standards; and

“(1) recommendations of new
conservation practice standards.

“(C) STAFF.—The Chief shall detail to the Office
not more than 6 employees of the Department of
Agriculture who are technical specialists that possess
an understanding of conventional, organic, and other
production techniques representing—

“(i) agronomy and agroecology;

“(ii) grazing lands ecology (including
rangeland, pastureland, and grazed forest land);

“(iii) animal husbandry (including animal
nutrition and feed management);

“(iv) water conservation, drainage water
management, and irrigation engineering
technology;

“(v) agricultural engineering (including
animal waste management, energy, and
structural measures); and
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“(vi) forest ecology and agroforestry.

“(6) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use funding from
the annual appropriations for conservation operations of
the Natural Resources Conservation Service to carry out this
subsection.”.

(g) DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.—Section 1242 of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(j) NRCS DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may appoint,
without regard to the provisions of subchapter | of chapter
33 of title 5, United States Code (other than sections 3303
and 3328 of such title), qualified candidates, as described in
paragraph (2), directly to positions within the Natural
Resources Conservation Service that provide technical
assistance under conservation programs administered by
the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

“(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Paragraph (1) applies to a
candidate who—

“(A) is qualified to provide the technical
assistance described in paragraph (1), as determined
by the Secretary; and

“(B) meets qualification standards established by
the Office of Personnel Management.”.

Subtitle G — CONSERVATION AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT PROGRAM
SEC. 2602. AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENTS.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE.—Section 1265B(a) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865b) is amended—

Subtitle G — CONSERVATION AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT PROGRAM
SEC. 2602. AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENTS.

0 The Secretary shall provide a 90% of the fair market value
cost share (over the standard 65% cost share) on agriculture
land easements to socially disadvantaged farmers and
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “in eligible land;” and
inserting “on eligible land; and”;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “(iv); and” and
inserting “(iii).”; and

(3) by striking paragraph (3).

(b) COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE.—

(1) SCOPE OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE.—Section
1265B(b)(2) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3865b(b)(2)) is amended—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as
follows:
“(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—An agreement described
in paragraph (4) shall provide for a Federal share
determined by the Secretary of an amount not to
exceed 65 percent of the fair market value of the
agricultural land easement, as determined by the
Secretary using—

“(1) the Uniform Standards of

Professional Appraisal Practice;

“(l) an areawide market analysis or
survey; or

“(11) another industry-approved
method.

ranchers* which includes American Indians, Alaska Natives,
and Native Hawaiian farmers and ranchers, where the farmer
or rancher holds a 50% or greater ownership interest.

Allows the Secretary to create a separate pool for socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers for evaluation and
ranking.

* See U.S. DEP’T OF AGRICULTURE, Key Terminology (last visited on May 22, 2024), available at
https://www.usda.gov/partner-portal/key-terminology#:~:text=The%20term%20%E2%80%9CSocially%20Disadvantaged%E2%80%9D%20means,held%20by%20

socially%20disadvantaged%20individuals (“Socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers” is defined by USDA as (emphasis added): “an Individual or entity who
is a member of a socially disadvantaged group. A socially disadvantaged group is a group whose members have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice
because of their identity as members of a group without regard to their individual qualities. Socially disadvantaged groups consist of the following: American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics. For an entity, at least 50 percent
ownership in the farm business must be held by socially disadvantaged individuals. Note: Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS
conservation program authorities. The term entities reflect a broad interpretation to include partnerships, couples, legal entities, etc.”).
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“(ii) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS
AND RANCHERS EXCEPTION.—In the case of
eligible land with respect to which a socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher holds an
ownership interest of not less than 50 percent,
the Secretary may provide an amount not to
exceed 90 percent of the fair market value of
the agricultural land easement.

“(iii) GRASSLANDS EXCEPTION.—In the case
of grassland of special environmental
significance, as determined by the Secretary, the
Secretary may provide an amount not to exceed
75 percent of the fair market value of the
agricultural land easement.”;

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by amending clause (i) to read as follows:

“(i) IN GENERAL.—Under the agreement,
the eligible entity shall provide a non-Federal
share that is equivalent to the remainder of the
fair market value of the agricultural land
easement not provided by the Secretary under
subparagraph (A).”;

(ii) by striking clause (ii);

(iii) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause
(ii); and

(iv) in clause (ii), as so redesignated, in the
matter preceding subclause (1), by striking
“subparagraph” and inserting “paragraph”; and
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the

following:

“(C) LOWER COST-SHARE OPTION.—
“(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (4)(C)(v), an eligible entity may elect
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to enter into an agreement under paragraph (4)
in which the terms and conditions of an
agricultural land easement funded under the
agreement do not include a right of enforcement
for the Secretary if the eligible entity agrees to a
Federal share that does not exceed 25 percent of
the fair market value of the agricultural land
easement, as determined by the Secretary under
subparagraph (A).

“(ii) MINIMUM TERMS AND
CONDITIONS.—Under an agreement described in
clause (i), an eligible entity shall be authorized to
use its own terms and conditions for agricultural
land easements so long as the Secretary
determines such terms and conditions—

“(1) are consistent with the purposes
of the program; and

“(I) permit effective enforcement of
the conservation purposes of such
easements.

“(iii) ENTITY ENFORCEMENT.—Under an
agreement described in clause (i), the Secretary
shall require the terms and conditions for the
agricultural land easement to include a right of
enforcement for the eligible entity.

“(iv) CASH CONTRIBUTION.—Under an
agreement described in clause (i), the eligible
entity shall provide cash resources in an amount
that is not less than 50 percent of the fair market
value of the agricultural land easement, as
determined by the Secretary under
subparagraph (A).”.
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(2) EVALUATION AND RANKING OF
APPLICATIONS.—Section 1265B(b)(3) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865b(b)(3)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(F) POOLING OF APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary
may evaluate and rank applications submitted by
eligible entities for the purchase of agricultural land
easements from landowners who are socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers separately from
applications submitted for the purchase of
agricultural land easements from other landowners.”.
(3) AGREEMENTS WITH ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Section

1265B(b)(4) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (42 U.S.C.
3865b(b)(4)) is amended—

(A) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by striking clause (iii);

(ii) by redesignating clauses (iv) and (v) as
clauses (iii) and (iv), respectively;

(iii) in clause (iii), as so redesignated, by
striking the “and” at the end;

(iv) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting “;”;
and

(v) by adding at the end the following:

“(v) include a right of enforcement for the
Secretary that—

“(1) may be used only if the terms and
conditions of the easement are not
enforced by the eligible entity; and

“(ll) does not extend to a right of
inspection unless—
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“(aa)(AA) the holder of the
easement fails to provide monitoring
reports in a timely manner; or

“(BB) the Secretary has a
reasonable and articulable belief that
the terms and conditions of the
easement have been violated; and

“(bb) prior to the inspection, the
Secretary notifies the eligible entity
and the landowner of the inspection
and provides a reasonable
opportunity for the eligible entity and
the landowner to participate in the
inspection; and

“(vi) include a right of the Secretary to
require the transfer of the easement to a
different eligible entity if the eligible entity that
holds the easement ceases to exist or is no
longer eligible to participate in the program, as
determined by the Secretary.”;

(B) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) in clause (ii)—

(1) in subclause (1)(ff), by striking “(v)”
and inserting “(iv)”; and
(1) in subclause (l1), by striking the

“and” at the end;

(i) in subclause (iii), by striking the period
at the end and inserting “; and”; and

(iii) by inserting at the end the following:

“(iv) do not conflict with any minimum
terms or conditions under subparagraph (C) that
may be required.”.
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(C) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and (F) as
subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively; and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following:

“(E) MODIFICATION OF TERMS AND
CONDITIONS.—An eligible entity shall be authorized
to modify a term or condition of an agricultural land
easement funded under an agreement under
subparagraph (A) if such modification does not
conflict with any minimum term or condition required
by the Secretary under subparagraph (C).”.

(4) CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Section
1265B(b)(5) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3865b(b)(5)) is amended—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking “under which the Secretary may” and
inserting “, to minimize administrative burdens
on the Secretary and recognize the ability of
experienced eligible entities to administer
easements with minimal oversight by the
Secretary, under which the Secretary shall”; and

(i) in clause (iv), by inserting “, and modify,”
after “entity to use”;

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) in clause (ii)—

() in subclause (l1), by striking “10”
and inserting “5”; and
(1) in subclause (Il1), by striking the

“or” at the end;

(i) in clause (iii)—

() in subclause (1), by striking “10” and
inserting “5”; and
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(1) in subclause (l1), by striking the
period at the end and inserting “; or”;

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) is an eligible entity not described in
clause (ii) or (iii) that has—

“(1) acquired not fewer than 10
agricultural land easements under the
program or any predecessor program; and

“(11) successfully met the
responsibilities of the eligible entity under
the applicable agreements with the
Secretary, as determined by the Secretary,
relating to agricultural land easements that
the eligible entity has acquired under the
program or any predecessor program.”; and

(C) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) in the header, by striking “REVIEW AND
REVISION” and inserting “REVIEW AND
REVOCATION”;

(i) in the header of clause (i) by striking
“REVIEW” and inserting “CERTIFIED ENTITY
REVIEW”; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(iii) EASEMENT REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall establish and conduct an annual quality
review process to—

“(1) review a sample set of easements
acquired by certified eligible entities;

“(11) ensure the integrity of the
easement acquisition process under this
section;

“(111) establish and enforce a process
for corrective actions; and
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“(IV) provide for a waiver of
successive easement reviews based on
demonstrated compliance.”.

Subtitle G — CONSERVATION AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT PROGRAM
SEC. 2603. WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS.

(a) EASEMENTS.—Section 1265C(b) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3865c¢(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(D), by striking “tribes” and
inserting “Tribes and landowners who are socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers”; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3)(C) the following:

“(D) POOLING OF APPLICATIONS.—The
Secretary may evaluate and rank offers from
landowners who are socially disadvantaged farmers
or ranchers separately from offers from other
landowners.”.
(b) EASEMENT RESTORATION.—Section 1265C(c)(1) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865c(c)(1)) is amended by
striking “subsection (f)” and inserting “subsection (g)”.
(c) EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP.—Section 1265C of the Food
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865c) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d) through (g) as
subsections (e) through (h); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c), the following:
“(d) EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide
financial assistance to owners of eligible land enrolled
under this section for the repair, necessary maintenance,
and enhancement activities described in the wetland
reserve easement plan developed for the eligible land
under subsection (g)(1).

Subtitle G — CONSERVATION AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT PROGRAM
SEC. 2603. WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS.

o Updates statutory language from “tribes” to “Tribes and
landowners who are socially disadvantaged farmers or
ranchers” who can enroll land into 30-year contracts for
wetlands reserve easements.

o Authorizes the Secretary to create a separate pool for socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers for evaluation and
ranking.

o Authorizes the Secretary to enter into contracts or
agreements with Tribes.

o Previously, the language only authorized the
Secretary to enter into contracts with private entities
and agreements with all other parties (i.e., Federal
state or local agency, Tribes and non-governmental
organizations).
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“(2) EVALUATION OF STEWARDSHIP NEED.—The
Secretary shall—

“(A) regularly assess land enrolled under this
section to identify maintenance and management
needs, including any needed repair or enhancement
of existing structural practices, in accordance with the
applicable wetland reserve easement plan;

“(B) consistent with the purposes of the
program, create, execute, and update as necessary
based on the assessments carried out under
subparagraph (A), a stewardship strategy for—

“(i) prioritizing and addressing the needs
identified under subparagraph (A); and

“(ii) projecting the amount of annual
funding needed for financial and technical
assistance to address such needs; and

“(C) establish a 5-year schedule to address such
needs.

“(3) PAYMENTS.—In carrying out paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall make payments in an amount that is not
more than 100 percent of the eligible costs, as determined
by the Secretary.

“(4) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of
2024, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate a report that includes—

“(A) an inventory of the existing stewardship
needs of all wetland reserve easements, based on the
assessments carried out under paragraph (2);

“(B) the stewardship strategy created under
paragraph (2)(B);
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“(C) the amounts the Secretary plans to allocate
to address such stewardship needs, based on
projections made pursuant to paragraph (2)(B)(ii); and

“(D) the planned use of compatible uses under
subsection (b)(5)(C), contracts or agreements under
subsection (e)(2), or wetland reserve easement plans
under subsection (g)(1) to ensure that each such
stewardship need is addressed.”.

(d) ASSISTANCE.—Subsection (e) of section 1265C of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865c), as so redesignated,
is amended—

(1) in the header, by striking “TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE”
and inserting “ASSISTANCE”; and

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as follows:

a Federal, State, or local agency, a nongovernmental
organization, an Indian Tribe, or a private entity to carry out
necessary restoration, enhancement, maintenance, repair,
assessment, or monitoring of a wetland reserve easement if
the Secretary determines that the contract or agreement
will advance the purposes of the program.”.

(e) WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT
OPTION.—Subsection (f) of section 1265C of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3865c), as so redesignated, is amended—

(1) by striking “The Secretary” and inserting the
following:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) FUNDING.—Of the funds made available to carry
out this section, the Secretary shall reserve not less than 15
percent to carry out this subsection.”.

Subtitle | - Forest Conservation Easement Program
“SEC. 1267. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.

Subtitle | — Forest Conservation Easement Program
“SEC. 1267. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.
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“SEC. 1267. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall establish a forest
conservation easement program for the conservation and
restoration of eligible land and natural resources through the
acquisition of conservation easements or other interests in land.

“(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the program are—

“(1) to protect the viability and sustainability of
working forest land, and related conservation values of
eligible land, by limiting the negative effects of nonforest
land uses of such land;

“(2) to protect and enhance forest ecosystem and
landscape functions and values;

“(3) to promote the restoration, protection, and
improvement of habitat of species that are threatened,
endangered, or otherwise at risk; and

“(4) to carry out the purposes and functions of the
healthy forests reserve program established under title V of
the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6571
et seq.), as in effect on the day before the date of
enactment of this section.

“SEC. 1267A. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

“(1) ACREAGE OWNED BY AN INDIAN TRIBE.—The
term ‘acreage owned by an Indian Tribe’ means—

“(A) land that is held in trust by the United

States for Indian Tribes or individual Indians;

“(B) land, the title to which is held by Indian

Tribes or individual Indians subject to Federal

restrictions against alienation or encumbrance;

(0]

(0]

(o]

Establishes a new Forest Conservation Easement Program
(FCEP).
Eligible lands include Indian lands defined as:
o Trust lands;
Restricted lands;
Lands subject to Tribal rights of use;
Tribally owned fee land;
Land held by Section 17 corporations;
Land owned by Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs)
pursuant to the Alaska Native Settlement Claims Act
(ANSCA), and
o Any combo of the above.
Authorizes an agency of a Tribe, including a land resource
council established under state law, to participate.
Indian lands as defined above are eligible for FCEP so long as
itis:
o Forestland;
Land being restored to forest designation;
o Aforest land easement that could protect working
forests and conservation efforts;
o Further a state/local policy consistent with the
program; or
o Is aforest reserve easement that will improve the
recovery or well-being of certain at-risk species.
Clarifies that the term “socially disadvantaged forester” in
this subtitle is the same definition in 7 U.S.C. 2279(a).’

O O O 0O O

o

®See 7 U.S.C. 2279(a)(5) (The term “socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher” means a farmer or rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group.);
See also 7 U.S.C. 2279(a)(6) (The term “socially disadvantaged group” means a group whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because

of their identity as members of a group without regard to their individual qualities.)
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